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ich Dr. Joseph Parker of London, the great English preacher, who for 
ow many years proclaimed the Word of God in the great City Temple, tells 
7 in his autobiography that there was a time when he gave too much atten- 
tion to the modern literature and theories of his day. Men were reasoning 
“0 and speculating and undervaluing the Word of God; and he found him- 
e ° ° ° ° ° . . . 
all self, as he read their books and mingled in their meetings, losing his grip 
hat intellectually upon the great fundamental doctrines of salvation alone 
be? through the atoning blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. But he tells us that 
ght there came into his life the most awful sorrow that he had ever had to 
ee bear. His devoted wife, whom he loved so tenderly, was stricken and in 
a few short hours was snatched away from him. He was unable to share 
rth his grief with others, and walking through those empty rooms of his home 
Tou with a breaking heart, his misery felt for some footing in modern theory 
ay- and there was none. “And then,” he said, addressing a company of his 
n't Congregational brethren, “my brethren, in those hours of darkness, in 
-_ those hours of my soul’s anguish, when filled with doubt and trembling 
7 in fear, I bethought myself of the old Gospel of redemption alone through 
ind the blood of Christ, the Gospel that I had preached in those earlier days, 
im, and I put my foot down on that, and, my brethren, I found firm standing. 
our I stand there today.”—-Many a man has had to be brought back to God 
= and the precious truths of the Gospel by the rod of affliction. 
a —The Sunday School Times 


ord 


lity 





In Louisville, Ky., a hassle is going 
on in the Louisville Council of 
Churches. Except that this time the 
shoe is on the other foot, with inter- 
esting side-effects. The Executive Di- 
rector is conservative and recently 
revealed to be a member of the John 
Birch Society. Horrified, a number of 
large Protestant churches, including 
Central Presbyterian, have withdrawn 
from the Council or voted to withhold 
financial support. In addition, a few 
ministers have quietly withdrawn from 
their positions on the Council’s com- 
mittees. We stand amazed. This time 
the official involved is charged with 
being conservative and a member of an 
anti-Communist group. Are there 
none to protest the spirit of “non-co- 
operation” in those who have with- 
drawn? Are Councils to be defended 
and supported only when they repre- 
sent the liberal viewpoint? 





The Central Conference of American 
Rabbis has come out strongly in op- 
position to public school baccalaureate 
services “regardless of the time or 
place of such services, and whether at- 
tendance is obligatory or voluntary.” 
This is another action in a mounting 
wave of similar actions by similar 
bodies. We report it not only to indi- 
cate the trend but also in the hope that 
those who believe religion has a valid 
place in American culture and educa- 
tion will pass some resolutions of their 
own. If a thing is worth having it is 
worth defending. 





Not long ago a story across our desk 
told of the continuation of a lawsuit 
filed by the Knights of Columbus in 
the amount of $100,000 against a 
North Carolina Baptist pastor who 
distributed a bogus K of C oath dur- 
ing last Fall’s political campaign; and 
a North Carolina woman who printed 
the oath as a paid political advertis- 
ment in a newspaper. We believe in 
fitting the punishment to the crime, if 
any. But we never have thought very 
much of the popular practice of attach- 
ing a cash value to one’s reputation. 
We especially question a Church’s at- 
taching a cash value to its reputation. 
Didn’t the Lord say that a Christian 
should consider himself blessed when 
reviled? 
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CONGO — The village church has 
gone ‘way down due to the times. 
These people just don’t think like we 
do, and we must realize it. While some 
think that they want to run their own 
Church entirely themselves, many now 
say that since the missionaries are 
taking their hands off the Church, this 
means they must not think the Church 
to be so important after all! The fact 
that I and some of the others are now 
itinerating again helps remove this 
impression. I believe the actual, visible 
results of evangelical itineration have 
never been greater. These are seen 
not only in the village church people 
but also in the ministry. For instance, 
all through the Moma area, since the 
Baluba invasion in February, all Afri- 
can pastors and evangelists have left 
the villages where they were working 
and returned to their home villages 
and have just stayed there. They are 
just now beginning to come back, 
partly on account of the itineration 
that we have started again into the 
areas for which they are responsible. 


Yesterday afternoon I was sitting 
in the shade of my trailer in the yard 
of the village preacher and several vil- 
lagers were sitting around talking to 
us. A group of loud-talking people 
turned a corner in the road and came 
into view. When they saw us they 
stopped their loud talking and stared 
silently for some time. Then one of 
the women started lecturing the group, 
gesturing toward us. I could not un- 
derstand what she was saying, as she 
was speaking the local dialect, not 
Tshiluba. But the elder told me what 
she was saying: “Behold! Here is 
something to be amazed at! Here in 
this village is peace! People are sit- 
ting together peacefully — no gam- 
bling, no drinking, no quarreling—just 
sitting quietly, talking. This is peace! 
This is what we need for our village.” 
I thought, here: is one of the strongest 
arguments I know for the value of the 
Christian mission. Here is the answer 


New Church Jumps 


‘Frontier Intern’ New 
Word for Missionary 


NEW YORK — Twelve young men 
and women have been appointed to 
new-type assignments as frontier in- 
terns abroad by the United Presby- 
terian Church’s Commission on Ecu- 
menical Mission and Relations. 





The young people have been as- 
signed for two years to a Church-type 
Peace Corps service in overseas areas 
where the Church’s witness needs 
strengthening in particular frontiers: 
racial tensions, the university world, 
militant and non-Christian faiths, new 
nationalisms, uprooted peoples, or 
technological upheavals. 


Prior to a three-month period of 
intensive language study, the frontier 
interns will receive training for six 
weeks at the interdenominational 
Missionary Orientation Center at 
Stony Point, New York. 





Pronouncement Policy 
Of NCC Is Attacked 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla. (RNS) 
— The Oklahoma Methodist Confer- 
ence reaffirmed its confidence in the 
National Council of Churches but 
urged that pronouncements on politi- 
cal issues made by the council’s affili- 
ated agencies or boards be clearly 
designated as expressing only their 
opinions and not that of NCC con- 
stituents. 


In a resolution the conference par- 
ticularly asked that statements on such 
controversial matters as admitting 
Red China to the United Nations, 
federal aid to education, and assist- 
ance to the aged through Social Se- 
curity be specifically attributed to the 
NCC group issuing them. 





to those who say, “Why bother them? 
They are happy in their own way 
of living.” Here was a cry from the 
heart of one pagan way-farer not 
happy with the old, empty ways. 


—(Rev.) William F. Pruitt 


At Plan For Merger 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. — Even be- 
fore getting a formal invitation to par- 
ticipate in the “Blake-Pike” plan for 
Church union, the newly-constituted 
United Church of Christ endorsed the 
plan combining it with the Methodist, 
United Presbyterian and Episcopalian 
Churches. 


The new denomination’s General 
Synod voted to “respond affirmative- 
ly” to the plan at the same meeting 
at which it declared its own constitu- 
tion in force. As passed by the 173rd 
General Assembly of the UPUSA 
Church, the plan was to be presented 
first to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church this fall, with the suggestion 
that Episcopalians join United Pres- 
byterians in extending an invitation 
to the Methodists and the United 
Church of Christ. 


Proponents of the plan at the Buf- 
falo UPUSA General Assembly ex- 
plained that the invitation would not 
be issued this year to the United 
Church (combining the Evangelical 
and Reformed and Congregational 
Christian Churches) because it would 
be busy with its own merger. It was 
also explained at Buffalo that the in- 
vitation would go to the Episcopalians 
first because their national assembly 
would be the first to be held by one 
of the other three denominations. 


The General Synod of the new 
United Church also proceeded to work 
on merger in another direction at its 
first meeting. It extended a call for 
union to the Christian churches (Dis- 
ciples of Christ) and was immediately 
answered by officials of that denom- 
ination, who said their representatives 
would be ready to start merger talks 
this fall. The Disciples have about 1.8 
million members, and the new United 
Church claims 2 million members. 


“We promised in the beginning not 
only to be a united church but a unit- 
ing church,” said the Rev. Ben M. 
Herbster of Norwood, Ohio, president 
of the infant denomination. He was 
elected to a four-year term over Dr. 
James E. Wagner of Philadelphia, who 
was nominated from the floor. Dr. 
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Herbster was the nominating com- 
mittee’s choice. 


The 750 delegates to the Synod ses- 
sions also endorsed the recognition 
of Red China by the U.S. and the 
United Nations, after a lively but 
brief debate. 





E&R Church Endorses 
Russians’ WCC Bid 


PHILADELPHIA (RNS) — The 
Evangelical and Reformed Church 
voted at its biennial General Synod 
here to support the application of the 
Russian Orthodox Church for mem- 
bership in the World Council of 
Churches. In a _ resolution adopted 
unanimously, the synod said it would 
look “favorably on the admission of 
the Orthodox Church of Russia” in 
the World Council. The WCC will 
consider the Moscow Patriarchate’s 
application at its Assembly in New 
Delhi, India, Nov. 18-Dec. 6. 


The E&R synod met here prior to 
the biennial General Synod of the 
United Church of Christ formed in 
1957 by merger of the Congregational 
Christian General Council and the E 
& R Church. The United Church synod 
declared the merged denomination’s 
constitution officially in force. Also 
meeting before the United Church 
sessions was the Congregational 
Christian General Council. (See Edi- 
torial, “Russians Bid,” p. 11). 


Ties with Peace Corps 
Endorsed by Catholics 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — A 
spokesman for the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference expressed “warm 
endorsement” of the Peace Corps and 
told the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee that Roman Catholic wel- 
fare and missionary groups are ready 
to cooperate with it to the fullest ex- 
tent possible. 


F. Robert Melina, executive secre- 
tary of the newly-established Peace 
Corps Desk of the NCWC, said he did 
not think there should be difficulty in 
distinguishing between a religiously- 
sponsored general welfare activity 
and religious activities which have 
conversion and Christian instruction 
as a goal. 


Mr. Melina said the NCWC is pre- 
pared to take Peace Corpsmen into its 
projects without regard to their reli- 
gious affiliation. “To those who have 
difficulty accepting participation by 
religious groups, we offer this addi- 
tional consideration — the program 
should be carried out on a contrac- 
tual basis,’”’? Mr. Melina suggested. 





Church Ties Opposed 
For U.S. Peace Corps 


NEW YORK (RNS) — The Com- 
mission on Ecumenical Mission and 
Relations of the United Presbyterian 





Rep. Judd Warns — 


As Cubans Took Cuba, U.S. Reds Can Take US. 


MIAMI BEACH, Fla. (RNS) — 
Warning that the U.S. is approaching 
the day when a young Castro could 
plunge the country into a Communist 
dictatorship, Rep. Walter Judd (R.- 
Minn.) called on businessmen to re- 
dedicate their lives to Christ to make 
America more righteous. 


The former Congregational mis- 
sionary to China told the inter-denom- 
inational Full Gospel Business Men’s 
Fellowship International here that the 
Bible says it is righteousness, not 
power or wealth, “which exalteth a 
nation.”’ Americans, he said, have been 
seeking peace and prosperity and for- 
getting the Bible which admonishes, 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness and all these 
things shall be added unto you.” 


The Congressman said this country 
is in danger unless it remembers that 
Communists do not operate on the 
basis of the Ten Commandments and 
that they do not recognize man’s God- 
given rights. 


“Communism is a cancer,” he said. 
“We cannot say that when cancer is 
in the left leg, the right leg doesn’t 
have to worry, because cancer never 
stops; it becomes subversive and en- 
ters the neighboring cells. 


“Communism will not take the 
world by Russian troops crossing bor- 
ders. But Greeks will take Greece, 
Italians will take Italy, Frenchmen 
will take France, as Cubans took 
Cuba, and Americans will take the 
United States if Communism suc- 
ceeds.” 
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Church in the U.S.A. has gone on ree. 
ord as opposing all financial and cop. 
tractual arrangements between 
churches and the Peace Corps. 


In a statement sent to President 
Kennedy and Peace Corps officials, 
the commission urged that the Peace 
Corps sign no contracts with religious 
groups “which would proselytize to 
their persuasion through their pro. 
jects,” and that the Peace Corps make 
such a policy clear in each country 
where projects are developed. i 


It emphasized that Church and 
Peace Corps work should be sepa- 
rated. The Christian mission aims “to 
proclaim the Gospel,” it said, whereas 
the Peace Corps aims “to give per- 
sonal assistance.” 


“These goals may parallel each 
other but they are not identical,” the 
statement said. 





Dr. H. A. Hoyt to Open 
Journal Day Program 


Dr. Herman A. Hoyt, dean of Grace 
Theology Seminary and Grace College, 
Winona Lake, Indiana, will lead the 
devotional and Bible study opening the 
Aug. 16 Journal Day program at the 
First Presbyterian Church, Weaver- 
ville, N. C. 


Dean Hoyt, who has been a member 
of the Grace Seminary faculty since 
the institution was 
» founded in 1937, is 
professor of New 
: Testament and 
Greek. He has also 
8 served as acting 
, a president and regis- 

— trar. He is a grad- 
" @ > uate of Ashland Col- 
lege and Ashland 
Seminary and taught New Testament 
and Greek at that seminary before 
joining the Grace faculty. He holds 
the master’s and Th.D. degrees from 
Grace. In addition to his seminary 
work Dr. Hoyt has also lectured in 
churches throughout the United States 
and Canada. 






The Journal Day leader has contrib- 


uted to a number of Christian periodi- 
cals and is the author of a number of 
books, including The New Birth and 
expositions of Romans, Hebrews and 
Revelation. 





Principle is a passion for truth and 
for right. — Hazlitt. 
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Many times I sat beside Leon Leon- 
ard at the weekly dinners of the inter- 
national service club. He was a man 
of fine spirit and great industry who 
had built up a successful business of 
his own. Generous with his time, his 
talent, and his resources in all civic 
enterprises, he had won the confidence 
and esteem of his fellow citizens. 


When Leon Leonard ran for Mayor 
of our community, I voted for him. 
When he was elected Mayor, I wrote 
him a warm-hearted personal letter 
of good will. 


Here are two sentences from my 
letter: “I keep a list of those for 
whom I pray. As one means of support 
for the difficult problems of your 





office, I trust you will permit me the 
privilege of adding your name to my 
prayer list.” 


Leon Leonard replied promptly. 
“Thank you for your kind letter,” he 
said. “I shall be grateful beyond 
words for your prayer support.” I 
knew he meant it. 


As the successful candidate for the 
office of Mayor, Leon Leonard re- 
ceived many words of congratulations. 
In the hour of victory, he was sur- 
rounded by a host of folks who said, 
“We knew you’d win, Leon. We backed 
you up every step of the way.” It 
looked as though he would have wide- 
spread support for any praiseworthy 
efforts he made. 


Many other folks may have been 
praying for Mayor Leon Leonard 
whose prayers were mightier far than 
mine. But no one else bothered to 
write and tell him about it. My letter 
to that effect touched a tender spot 
in his conscientious nature. As the 
Weeks went by, I had reason to be- 
lieve that it helped to strengthen his 
will to oppose immoral forces in the 
community. 


























The names are different, but could it be your community? 


Undergirding A Political Leader 


REV. CARLOS GREENLEAF FULLER 


Whenever I met Leon on the street 
I could almost “see’”’ the thought pass- 
ing through his mind, “That man is 
praying for me.” 


I had known what it meant to fall 
into the hands of a number of dedi- 
cated individuals, who would not let 
me out of reach of their loving and 
persistent prayers, strong believers in 
the power of prayer who let me know 
in writing that they prayed for me 
daily. I wanted to pass on to Mayor 
Leonard some portion of the prayer 
blessings that had been heaped upon 
me. 


A weekly advertising medium pub- 
lished in the community, carried tex- 
tual matter for a number of weeks of 
an unsavory nature. One evening at 
our service club dinner I said to Leon, 
“This advertisement doesn’t look 
right.” 


Leon Leonard stared at me a mo- 
ment, then said, “T’ll take care of it.’ 
I thanked him and said no more. 


The following week that advertise- 
ment was cleaned up. It was weeks 
later in casual conversation that Leon 
said to me, “I told the advertiser to 
write wholesome copy or he would 
be denied the privilege of using that 
advertising medium.” When Leonard 
once made up his mind about a right 
action to be taken, there was no delay. 
He moved swiftly, quietly, effectively. 





The loosening of denominational 
loyalty is fed by Biblical illiteracy. 
The kind of laymen who jump the 
denominational fence and join any 
church out of loyalty to the neigh- 
borhood or for business interests 
have more in common than they 
have to divide them — they have 
their ignorance in common. — Dr. 
Duke K. McCall. 
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Periodically he would ask concerning 
some public issue, “What is your 
judgment about it?” On occasion he 
would stop at our house and say about 
a controversial matter, “I’d like your 
opinion.” 


There was no reason whatever for 
asking my views, or visiting our home 
to discuss a matter of community con- 
cern, save for the fact that he knew 
I was sufficiently interested in com- 
munity welfare to pray consistently 
for him to be given divine wisdom and 
guidance. No other Mayor had ever 
come to our home to invite my judg- 
ment about the affairs of his office. 
Apparently, Mayor Leon Leonard was 
finding a measure of comfort and 
courage from my expressed statement 
that the protection and direction of 
the heavenly Father was systematically 
invoked in his behalf. 


THE MAYOR vs. GAMBLING 


Then a traveling carnival appeared 
in a public park under the sponsor- 
ship of a local organization. It at- 
tracted wide interest in certain quar- 
ters and made a special appeal to 
young people. Some communities ig- 
nore the illegal features such as 
gambling which often accompanies 
such entertainment. Mayor Leon 
Leonard, however, took immediate and 
decisive action. 


At once, he met stiff opposition. 
He had a right to expect public ap- 
proval, especially from parents of 
growing but undiscriminating youth 
thrilled by the risk of illicit gain. The 
Mayor expected the leaders and mem- 
bers of religious institutions to sup- 
port him. But the support did not 
materialize. There was general public 
apathy and indifference, as well as 
covert and open opposition. Shaking 
his head in dismay, Mayor Leonard 
said, “I wouldn’t have believed it!’ 






Leon Leonard felt that the relig- 
ious institutions had failed him, their 
elected leader, by moral and spiritual 
default. It was clear that in this 
severe test of the quality of his leader- 
ship, the Mayor looked for a flood of 
letters similar to the one I had writ- 
ten him upon his election. But not 
one came! 


Mayor Leon Leonard discovered in 
this experience that a public servant’s 
courageous efforts to serve the best 
interests of his community, do not 
always win public support or approval. 
Thereafter, he seemed even more 
grateful for one lone individual who 
had told him in writing that he would 
be sustained in his arduous and often 
thankless duties, by intercessory 
prayer. 


Leon said, “Even a majority of my 
board members opposed my action, 
and put the heaviest pressure on me 
to reverse my decision. In fact, they 
outvoted me, and forced my hand!’ 


The Mayor was baffled by the frigid 
atmosphere that began to engulf his 
earnest concern te carry out the pledge 
of public responsibility he had taken 
upon his election and installation in 
office. Leon said, “Should I close 
my eyes to the social evils in the com- 
munity?” 


Certain gambling elements became 
flagrant and open in their subversive 
community influence. Here again, 
youth were most seriously affected. 
Mayor Leonard plunged vigorously 
into a direct effort to abolish gam- 
bling in public places. His strong jaw 
was firmly set. “I’m going to clean 
them up!” By determined persistence, 
the Mayor did close a number of these 
gambling places. 


At that, Jim Foundry, a business 
man whose contacts were so wide 
that he knew what went on in hidden 
places, said, “Leon has only succeeded 
in driving the gambling into the base- 
ment of homes.” 


Another friend of mine who had 
access to the widest sources of in- 
formation about what was brewing in 
our community, made this statement: 
“If Mayor Leonard pushes these people 
too far, they’ll kill him!’ 


Mayor Leon Leonard was a giant of 
a man physically. Now he was dis- 
playing an equal amount of both phys- 
ical and moral courage. During well 
over a decade in that community, I 
saw him try harder than any of his 
predecessors to give the people good 








government. In the face of the most 
difficult odds and steadily rising re- 
sistance, Leon Leonard sought earn- 
estly to give the community a good 
name, to improve the atmosphere for 
youth and adults alike. ‘After all,” 
he said, “I have children of my own!” 


ANOTHER ELECTION 


When the time drew near for an- 
other election, Leon Leonard sat in our 
house and asked, “Do you think I 
should run again for Mayor?” The 
Mayor knew that massive opposition 
was aroused against him. He knew 
that I knew this. 


Again, the real reason he came to 
our home to discuss his political fu- 
ture, was because I had written him 
a simple letter at the time of his elec- 
tion to office. 


Leon Leonard decided to run for a 
second term of office. The opposing 
party waged a vigorous campaign 
against him. Some leaders of his own 
party who had been so fullsome in 
their praise on his first election, gave 
him the cold shoulder behind the 
scenes, riding the apathetic moral 
drift, lacking the courage to help make 
a moral tide like Gibraltar! 





Footnote on Crime 


A British expert on crime was 
amazed, during a recent visit to Jedda 
in Saudi Arabia, to see a porter jog- 
ging along the city’s busiest street 
with a large bag on his back bulging 
with banknotes worth several thou- 
sands of pounds. The man, unarmed 
and unguarded, made no secret of his 
load as he journeyed from one bank 
to another. 


“Aren’t you afraid of being rob- 
bed?” asked the amazed Englishman. 
But the porter just smiled and answer- 
ed: “The Saudi crime rate is the very 
lowest in the world.” 


Puzzled, the visitor called at the lo- 
cal police post to make further in- 
quiries and learned that the harshness 
of the law has cleared the town of all 
crooks. The penalty for stealing is 
having one’s hand chopped off.—Puck, 
Tit-Bits, in The Christian Observer. 


(Editor’s note: The reason why 
capital punishment often does not act 
as a deterrent against crime is that it 
isn’t feared. In 99 cases out of 100 it 
is never applied.) 
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By a narrow margin, Leon Leonard 
was defeated. But he had no complaint, 
He simply smiled at me and said, | 
“They’re all good fellows!” 


He refused to hurl back the vindic. 
tiveness that had been launched against 
him, both personally and _ politically. 
He chose to counter it—even in defeat 
—with steady good will! 


While this experience gave me a fur- 
ther revelation of human frailities, it 
also taught me several more things 
about prayer. It permitted me to see 
the heart of Leon Leonard, one public 
official who sought sincerely to honor 
the integrity of his office. It revealed 
Leon’s need and hunger for a sense of 
divine sustainment in the discourage 
ments of his position. I saw the as- 
surance of such prayer _ support 
strengthen the Mayor’s will to act in 
times of crisis and decision. 


Therefore, I have come to believe 
that such definitely stated and daily 
focused prayer is a powerful instrv- 
ment for good government, from the 
smallest community, to the state and 
nation. Yes, and in crises between na- 
tions. I am persuaded that even a 
single individual has undreamed of 
prayer power if he will use it faith- 
fully, as in the case of Mayor Leon- 
ard. 


There’s an ancient Book which says, 
“One shall put a thousand to flight, 
and two ten thousand.” The untapped 
spiritual power inherent in the heart 
of faith, is mankind’s greatest source 
of potential wealth! 


No doubt, your community has simi- © 
lar problems to the one in which | © 
lived. I am certain it also has public 
officials just as earnest as Mayor Leon 
Leonard, who would be grateful for 
your prayer support. This is one way 
by which, in civic affairs, we can ex- 
press gratitude for living in a nation 
so greatly blessed as the United States 
of America. The rising tide of crime, 
the decline of moral standards, the cor- 
ruption of public officials — make the 
need grave and acute. Why not start 
today and rally a rising tide of prayer 
support for your public leaders! 


* * * * * 
The Rev. Mr. Fuller is an author 


and lecturer, now living in Central 
Square, New York. 





Highway accidents killed 38,000 | 
persons and injured 3,078,000 on US. 
highways during 1960. 
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No. 6 in a series of sermons on “Last Things” — 


What Must Occur 


Before Christ Comes Again! 


ROBERT STRONG, S.T.D. 


Through the years the doctrine of 
the second coming of Christ has suf- 
fered heavy abuse at the hands of 
some of its friends. Perhaps for that 
reason ministers have often been re- 
luctant to deal with the subject. The 
promise of His coming has been prej- 
udiced by the date-setters, who have 
sought to wear the mantle of the 
prophet and having been proved wrong 
have brought the doctrine of the Lord’s 
return into disrepute. We should not 
permit this attitude to become ours. 
Here is a great theme of Scripture. 
It is to be explored and embraced as 
an important item among our religious 
convictions. The expectation of the 
Lord’s coming is the great Hope of 
the Christian, providing exciting mo- 
tivation for faithful Christian living. 


Let us take account of a few of the 
mistakes that some prophetic teachers 
have made. Once it was said that 
Louis Napoleon might prove to be the 
anti-Christ. The Franco-Prussian War 
dispelled that notion. Early in World 
War II Mussolini was in effect nomi- 
nated the anti-Christ by many people. 
There were those who were ready to 
say that Adolph Hitler was assuming 
the proportions of anti-Christ. But in 
April of 1945 Berlin fell, Hitler be- 
came a suicide. Stalin came next. 
Now attention is on Khrushchev and 
and Mao-tse-tung. 


The fact that there has been this 
kind of extreme interpretation should 
not deter us from considering proph- 
etic themes. As I seek to understand 
the prophecies of the New Testament, 
it seems to me that there are three 
principal developments that will occur 
before the Lord Jesus Christ returns: 
(I) A final apostasy from or rebel- 
lion against God; (II) The rise and 


reign of a personal anti-Christ; (III) 
A worldwide proclamation of the Gos- 
pel. 


Sometimes we may be tempted to 
think that the Saviour could at any 
moment appear. But I think that is 
to misunderstand the Bible. Although 
every generation is evidently intended 
to have a sense of expectancy, al- 
though every generation should look 
upon the Lord’s coming as in a true 
sense imminent, the Bible does not 
suggest that the Saviour could in the 
next second come back to earth. Jesus 
was explicit about things that would 
have to occur before He would re- 
turn, for example, the siege of Jeru- 
salem and the destruction of the 
temple. 


Paul speaks explicitly on this theme 
in II Thessalonians 2: 


We beseech you, brethren, by the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
by our gathering together unto him, 
that ye be not seen shaken in mind, 
or be troubled . . . as that the day of 
Christ is at hand. Let no man de- 
ceive you by any means: for that day 
shall not come, except there come a 
falling away first, and that man of 
sin be revealed, the son of perdition. 


Here we find that before the Lord 
comes again there must be a falling 
away or a rebellion against God, ap- 
parently of massive proportions; and 
there must occur the manifestation of 
the man of sin, the man of lawlessness, 
the son of perdition, that is, the anti- 
Christ. The third great prediction that 
must come to pass before the Lord’s 
return is found in Matthew 24:14: 
“And this gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations; and then shall 
the end come.” 





PAGE 7 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JULY 26, 1961 


A FALLING AWAY 


The falling away spoken of by Paul 
seems to be a great final rebellion 
against God, His truth, His Gospel, 
His cause. Revelation 20:3 speaks of 
a little season of unparalleled satanic 
activity at the very end of history — 
possibly another way of presenting 
the falling away. Clearly the Bible 
does not give comfort to the notion 
that the world will be totally or even 
nearly Christianized. The progress of 
missions encourages us. We may be 
sure that God will bless the preaching 
of His word and we are under the 
command to go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature. 
Yet the prophetic Scriptures do not 
say that the world will be converted. 
The New Testament calls the Gospel 
period “this present evil age.” 


Ours is a day in which it should be 
easy to accept the prophetic program. 
The times shout at us that the Bible 
picture is immediately relevant. 


Robert E. D. Clark shows in his 
Darwin: Before and After that Pro- 
fessor Sedgwick, the Cambridge geo- 
logist, was only too correct about Dar- 
win’s motive in writing The Origin of 
Species. Sedgwick called this revolu- 
tion-making work “a dish of rank ma- 
terialism cleverly cooked and served 
up merely to make us independent of 
a Creator.” In his doctrine of the sur- 
vival of the fittest, reviewers pointed 
out that Darwin had provided every 
criminal with an excuse to justify his 
ways. And sure enough. For the theory 
was applied to social studies as well as 
biology. 


Evolution soon became the rage. 
The industrialists made use of it. 
James Hill, fighting to build a railroad 
empire, proclaimed that “the fortunes 








of railroad companies are determined 
by the law of the survival of the fit- 
test.” Andrew Carnegie was troubled 
at first, but he too succumbed to Her- 
bert Spencer’s evolutionary sophistries 
and defended ruthless competition in 
business as obedience to a biological 
law. John D. Rockefeller talked be- 
fore Sunday School classes of the sur- 
vival of the fittest as a principle justi- 
fying the crushing of competitors. 
Henry George was asked what he pro- 
posed to do about political corruption 
in New York and said, “Nothing! ... 
it’s all a matter of evolution. We can 
only wait for evolution. Perhaps in 
four or five thousand years evolution 
may have carried men beyond this 
state of things.” Spencer’s popularity 
fortunately waned. Public conscience 
refused to be lulled and to wait. But 
the damage spread to other areas. 


The effect of evolutionary teaching 
on the German mind was hardly be- 
lievable. Darwinism was made to jus- 
tify war as inevitable and right. Bis- 
mark was probably influenced. Nie- 
tzsche was influenced, and the share 
he had in moulding the ideology of 
the Nazis with their grandiose claim 
to be a super-race is well known. 
Simply think for a moment of what 
this meant for the hapless Jews. 


And Karl Marx and Sovietism! 
Marx wrote: “Darwin’s book is very 
important and serves me as a basis 
in natural science for the struggle in 
history.” Everyone knows that evolu- 
tionism is offered by the Communists 
as scientific justification for their athe- 
ism, their dialectical materialism. The 
connection is too seldom pointed out 
between a false approach in biology 
and a monstrous political philosophy. 
A heavy share of blame for the woes 
and ills of these present times must 
be laid at the door of those who be- 
lieved Darwin. How well he has serv- 
ed the great rebellion against God! 
Think of it! One-third of the human 
race is under the domination of re- 
gimes that are officially atheistic. 
Those regimes are working with all 
their might to subvert the rest of the 
world. In every country the conspiracy 
against freedom and justice openly or 
insidiously goes forward. Gain follows 
gain. The free world knows that it is 
in a desperate fight for survival. 


I say that it is easy in a time like 
ours to understand what the apostle is 
talking about when he speaks of a 
falling away, a rebellion against God. 
The world triumph of Communism 
might not come far short of fulfilling 
the prediction. 





Now you and I are thankful to be 
living in a land that confesses God by 
the motto on its coins, by the pledge 
of allegiance to its flag, by the oath 
sworn in its courts, by the prayers of- 
fered in its legislative halls. Here in 
America, as in other free nations, we 
understand that moral responsibility 
comes from a sense of responsibility 
to God. That sense of responsibility 
prevents us from losing heart or nerve 
before the dismaying shape of modern 
events. Nor does the study of prophecy 
turn us into pessimists. We see a duty 
to stand for the truth, to speak out 
for God’s cause, to resist the satanic 
conspiracy. We have no way of tell- 
ing whether this is the very last sea- 
son. For us it is still day; the night 
has not yet come. Our hope and our 
trust are in the God of the Bible. He 
will strengthen us. He will bless us 
who love His name and are concerned 
for His honor. 


THE ANTI-CHRIST 


The second major development that 
must occur before Christ returns is 
the manifestation of the personal 
anti-Christ. There seems to be no 
other way to understand the man of 
sin, that lawless one, the “son of per- 
dition” of II Thessalonians 2. Some 
of the Reformers interpreted this 
prophecy in terms of the Papacy. But 
it is hard to see an institution in a 
passage that so plainly looks like a 
person. It seems more likely that the 
anti-Christ will be an individual. As 
the title suggests, he will set himself 
against Christ. Perhaps he will do 
this by offering himself at first as “a 
new Christ.” He will be the supreme 
parody of history. As Christ is God 
incarnate, the anti-Christ will in effect 
be Satan incarnate. Perhaps a world 
ruler will arise of such stature, hailed 
so widely and so ecstatically, that he 
will presume to offer himself as an 
object of worship. 


When the anti-Christ does appear, 
the Church will be put to the test. 
Christians will have to stand up and 
be counted. Today in many parts of 
the world, a foretaste of such times 
may be had. Our hearts go out to the 
Christians in China, North Korea, and 
other Communist lands. Pastors, el- 
ders, and teachers have been liqui- 
dated by thousands. True believers in 
Christ have had to go underground. 
Multitudes claiming the name Chris- 
tian have been taken into camp by 
the regime; obediently they parrot 
the party line, glossing it with Chris- 
tian terms. Upon a coming generation 
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(perhaps even yet our own?) sueh 
tests, though sharper still, will fall. 


We set no dates. We have no time 
schedule to suggest. But we cannot 
help wondering if the climax may not 
be rushing upon us. Who but the theo- 
retical scientist would have imagined 
twenty years ago that thirty pounds 
of plutonium could be fitted into a 
bombcase in such a way as to produce 
enormously destructive energy? Or 
that the A-bomb could be made the 
trigger for the vastly more powerful 
H-bomb? Man now has the ultimate 
weapon. Is he nearly ready to receive 
the ultimate leader and bow down be- 
fore the man of sin? 


At any rate the end of all things 
will come one day. It surely may be 
said that this is a time for serious 
thinking. Above all other issues should 
rise in our minds the question of our 
own personal standing before God. 
Are we right with Him? Have we 
faced our responsibility to Him? Have 
we become reconciled to Him by trust 
in His Son Jesus Christ? Are we who 
are Christians accepting and proving 
faithful to our duties as servants of 
Christ? 


INTO ALL THE WORLD 


The third development that must 
occur, according to prophecy, before 
the Lord comes again, is the world- 
wide preaching of the Gospel. Jesus 
did not speak in Matthew 24:14 of the 
conversion of the world but of a wit- 
ness to be made to all the world. Only 
then could the end come. 











- 


There is no escaping the missionary | 


obligation. Christ has explicitly com- 
manded His followers to take His mes- 
sage to all peoples. The Great Com- 


mission is implied in the prophetic 


program, moreover. Every time a mis- 
sionary goes forth, prophecy is being 
fulfilled. We at home help in the ful- 
fillment of prophecy by our giving and 
our praying in behalf of missions. 
This is the greatest task of the Church, 
to see to it that the Gospel is preach- 
ed everywhere in the world. We should 
never say that there is so much to do 
at home that we have not time and 
strength and resources for reaching 
the heathen. 


We may be glad that the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., is a denomination 


which from the beginning has majored | 
From the first General 
Assembly held one hundred years ag0 


in missions. 


in the Augusta sanctuary in which ! 


had the privilege of preaching for ten | 


(Cont. on p. 17, col. 1) 
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“W. H. B. SIMPSON SAYS” . 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 


with friendly service. 


In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 
top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 


purchase. 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in stores doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 
the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 


and honest dealings. 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 








SOUTH CAROLINA 
Beik-Simpevn Co. 
Greenville, 8S. C. 
J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
_e S. C. 

. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
tbe Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s -< om Store 


D. B. Smith, “Mer. -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 


Cc. E. Hinson, Mgr. -Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, 8S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
Belk-Simpsun Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
 eeatingg: ag Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

R. Grier Robinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersunville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, Cc. 

J. &. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin. Ky. 
W. C. Ashley. Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpsaon Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 
GEORGIA 

Belk-Simparon Co. 

Bainbridge, Ga. 

M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
og Ark. 
. H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelley, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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DITORIALS 


Missouri Also Merging Anyhow 


Week before last we mentioned the 
action of the Synod of Kentucky ap- 
proving a federated merger with the 
corresponding Synod of the UPUSA 
(Northern Presbyterian) Church. This 
week it’s the Synod of Missouri which 
has appointed a committee to do the 
same thing. 


In a separate resolution the Synod 
of Missouri, at its annual meeting in 
June, expressed its fervent disagree- 
ment with the General Assembly 
which declared in Dallas that this is 
not the time for merger negotiations 
with the UPUSA Church. 


Now the first impression one gets 
from these actions is that they consti- 
tute deliberate rebuttals of the Assem- 
bly’s deliverance; and by that wing of 
the Church which has been notably 





. . . According to 
Your Faith 


During the coming Great Debate 
over Church union, during which sev- 
eral denominations will decide the basis 
of their coming together, there will be 
much said about basic convictions and 
minimum compromises and how much 
a Church can surrender and still be 
true to the Gospel. 


We are persuaded that everybody 
has convictions of a sort. The point 
is that these convictions differ, both 
in kind and intensity. 


A high-placed ecclesiastic in one of 
the four denominations now exploring 
union under the “Blake-Pike” plan re- 
cently spoke to the problem represen- 
ted by convictions which no Christian 
should be willing to compromise. Said 
he, “I am not in favor of merging 
with any Church or Churches that up- 
hold moderate drinking.” 


The churchman also commented on 
the theological problems faced by ne- 
gotiating committees. “We must avoid 
a narrow dogmatism,” he said. 


... It all depends on what are your 
convictions. 


vocal in support of “the Presbyterian 
way” of doing things and of “respect 
for the deliverances of the General 
Assembly.” 


We wait to see how many voices 
will be raised—and from which quar- 
ters—to chide these synods which will 
have their Church unions whether the 
Church will or not. 


The second impression one gets 
from the Kentucky and Missouri ac- 
tions is of the width and depth of the 
gulf separating differences of view- 
point within the Church: for in other 
Synods containing larger numbers of 
the more than 1,650 UPUSA churches 
in the South such noncompliance 
would not be dreamed of. 


It is becoming increasingly evident 
that the words “Reformed” and “Pres- 
byterian” imply totally different things 
for different people — and practically 
nothing at all for some people. We 
have letters from Presbyterian minis- 
ters who believe that even the Roman 
Catholic Church should be included in 
merger negotiations. 


With viewpoints in the Churches 
growing farther and farther apart, the 
need becomes more pressing to devise 
some way permitting Christians to im- 
plement their own convictions without 
violating the convictions of other 
Christians. 


In other words, we believe some- 
thing should quickly be done to per- 
mit Presbyterians for whom a one- 
world Church is a holy mandate to 
have their way; and to permit other 
Presbyterians for whom a merger of 
true Reformed and Presbyterian ele- 
ments is also a holy mandate to have 
their way — without rending the 
Church asunder in bitterness and 
strife. 


To this end we hope that a resolu- 
tion will be adopted by an early Gen- 
eral Assembly somewhat to this ef- 
fect: 


The Presbyterian Church, US, 
does not wish to depart from the 


Reformed interpretation of the 
Gospel. This desire, however, seem. 
ingly is interpreted differently by 
brethren of equal sincerity. Be it 
resolved, therefore, that the US 
Church is willing to enter into 
comity agreements with other Re- 
formed bodies designed to permit 
ministers and congregations seeking 
more congenial connections to trans- 
fer their membership without sacri- 
ficing property or pension rights. | 
! 
The day may well be coming when’ ~ 
some Presbyterian US ministers, con- 
gregations and courts will want to 
participate in “Blake-Pike” type mer- 
gers whether the whole Church does 
or not (witness the actions of Ken- 
tucky and Missouri). 


And the day may also be coming , 
when most of the Presbyterian Church, 
US, plus a large number of the more 
than 1,650 UPUSA congregations in 
the South, plus a large number of 
UPUSA congregations in the North, 
plus other elements, will constitute a 
new, strong, faithful, Reformed and 
Presbyterian Church nationwide. 





The Courage 
Of Conviction 


It happened in the South. 


The well-dressed man obviously was 
in a hurry. He burst into the barber 
shop carrying two pairs of shoes 
leosely wrapped in newspaper. Strid- 
ing quickly across the room to the 
corner where the big chair stood with 
the metal foot-rests, the man thrust 
the package at the aged Negro who 
presided over the polishes and brushes. 
His voice was low, but audible. 


“Here, clean these up for me.” 
Reaching into his pocket, he pulled 
out a bill. “Right now, though, I want 
you to step up the street quick and 
get me a half-pint.” 


There wasn’t a moment’s hesitation 
on the part of the old man as he 
looked at the bill, a generous portion 
of which might be his. The Negro 
spoke firmly to the white man and in 
his extended hands were the shoes. 


“No suh; Ah ain’t gonna do it. I’se 
a Preacher.” 


There was a moment of startled 
incredulity and then, package in hand, 
the stranger strode angrily to the door. 
Suddenly the scene changed before my 
eyes and I seemed to see an arena and 
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hear the roar of hungry beasts and 
smell the odor of burning crosses 
where martyrs in ages past chose 
death rather than compromise. The 
specific issue is unimportant. I won- 
dered, though, in that moment, how 
many of us have convictions, of what- 
ever sort, that would stand if it cost 
us money! 





Russians Bid 


To Enter WCC 


Most readers of the Journal by now 
know that the Russian Orthodox 
Church has applied for admission to 
the World Council of Churches. The 
application will be voted on at the 
next Assembly in New Delhi, India, 
next November. 


The application has been received 
with mixed reactions. Some Churches 
and church officials (such as the E & 
R Synod, reported on p. 4) have re- 
ceived the news with expressions of 
approval, speaking of the great value 
to come from contacts with the “Chris- 
tians behind the Iron Curtain.” 


Others have looked askance at the 
prospect of Western Church leaders 
opening their arms to receive the Rus- 
sians into the WCC and onto boards, 
agencies and committees of the WCC. 
They point out that high officials of 
the Russian Orthodox Church, such as 
the Metropolitan himself, Nicolai, 
have been identified in testimony be- 
fore American Congressional commit- 
tees as agents of the Russian Secret 
Police. 


There seems to be little question 
that the leaders of the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church have done more to further 
the cause of the Communist conspiracy 
than the cause of Christ. The record 
of the Church’s organization is liber- 
ally sprinkled with evidence to this ef- 
fect. At times the official publication 
of the Archbishop has been barred from 
the U.S. mails on the grounds that it 
constitutes vicious and untruthful po- 
litical propaganda. 


We await with interest the action 
of the WCC Assembly in New Delhi 
on the Russian bid. If admitted, the 
presence of the Russians in the World 
Council will provide an object lesson 
to all Christians who may have thought 
that subscription to the statement 
“Jesus Christ is Divine Lord and Sa- 
viour” is an adequate safeguard in 
matters of Church union. 


A Layman And His Church | 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


THE ULTIMATE SOLUTION 


Christians everywhere are concern- 
ed about the world situation. We 
Americans are particularly concerned 
about our own national decline in mor- 
als and spirituality and the inevitable 
effect of our sins on the rest of the 
world, particularly because of the place 
we now hold in international affairs. 


Non-Christian nations are now tak- 
ing a new look at our country, amazed 
at the growing evidence of vacillation 
where principles are involved. This 
alone should cause us to look to the 
cause of our national decline and to 
the sure cure. 


History teaches that many of the 
great crises of the past have caused 
individuals to face up to the dilemma 
and share in leading others to the ulti- 
mate solution. 


A few days ago it was our privilege 
to have two guests in our home, Rul- 
ing Elder J. W. Thomson of the Pres- 
byterian Church, US, and Dr. Paul L. 
Grier, of the Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterian Church. 


Deeply concerned about conditions 
in our country these leaders have 
taken God’s promise, found in II 
Chronicles 7:14, and claimed this prom- 
ise for our own nation: 


“If my people, which are called by 

my name, shall humble them- 
selves, and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their 
sin, and will heal their land.” 


Convinced that this promise to an- 
cient Israel will also be honored for 
our nation, Mr. Thomson and Dr. 
Grier are earnestly seeking out Chris- 
tian men and women who will cove- 
nant together to pray for America. 


Dr. Grier has succeeded in getting 
his Presbytery to overture the Synod 
of his Church to implement this mat- 
ter and it is the hope of these two men, 
and of the writer, that all across the 
land there will be many in the churches 
who will join in this prayer. 


In order that national healing may 
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be the ultimate result of such prayers 
certain conditions laid down by God 
must be scrupulously honored: 


We must humble ourselves. We are 
a proud people and much given to 
boasting of our achievements. Al- 
though we have made fantastic prog- 
ress in science and in the realm of 
creature comforts and “gracious liv- 
ing,” we have failed to give God His 
rightful place in our personal and na- 
tional lives. 


It is an humbling experience to 
acknowledge that we are lost and un- 
done, on the verge of spiritual bank- 
ruptcy and national catastrophe. It 
requires humility to acknowledge that 
we cannot save ourselves. It takes an 
humble heart to turn to God and ask 
His forgiveness and help — but it is 
necessary. 


We must pray. In the strange and 
inscrutable wisdom of God He has 
placed in our hands the privilege and 
power of prayer and there are those 
who know by experience that God 
hears prayers and honors them who 
honor Him. 


Prayer is the great untapped power 
in the world today. A relatively few 
Christians uniting their prayers to 
God can change the whole course of 
our nation. The men referred to above 
are asking people to stop for a few 
minutes at noon to join in prayer, 
wherever they may happen to be, ask- 
ing God’s forgiveness and help. Others 
will find it wise to form small prayer 
groups to meet in some designated 
place daily, or as possible, to pray for 
personal and national forgiveness. 


We must seek His face. This means 
that we must look to Him alone to be 
healed. We must seek the light of His 
countenance that He may transform 
us into His likeness. We must ac- 
knowledge that our hope and salvation 
is in Him, not in man. We must bear 
clear witness to our faith in Him. We 
must acknowledge for all the world to 
see that it is God who saves and that 
He saves in His own marvellous way. 


(Cont. on p. 16, col. 3) 
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LESSON 








By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 


I. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


The only information we have about this woman Dorcas is found 
in the few verses that Luke, under the inspiration of God's Spirit, 
has recorded about her. She is not mentioned again in the history 
of the early Church. It will be evident, however, that her life and 
testimony must have been far greater than we might surmise from 
the few lines devoted to her. We will explore the significance of 
this miraculous event in the light of God’s total revelation. 


Il. GENERAL INFORMATION. 


The town where Dorcas lived—Joppa—is the same 
seaport town from which Jonah took a voyage in order 
to flee from the Lord (Jonah 1:3). The town of Lydda, 
where Peter was at the time of our story, was about 20 
miles from Joppa. Tabitha (pronounced TAB-i-tha) 
is the Aramaic form of the Greek Dorcas — both words 
meaning “a female gazelle.” The gazelle or roe (as in 
the Authorized Version) is a member of the deer fam- 
ily; it is a very beautiful animal. Its graceful form is 
used figuratively of the female figure (Prov. 5:19; Song 
of Solomon 2:9, 17; 4:5; 7:3). The narrative is too 
brief to tell us whether Tabitha was married or un- 
married; nor are we informed whether she was a Jew 
or a Gentile. However, it would seem likely that she 
was a Jewess, now converted to the faith. 


III. A COMPARISON OF DORCAS WITH LAzZ- 
ARUS. 


It will be useful and informative to make a compari- 
son between the resurrection of Lazarus (recorded in 
John 11) and the resurrection of Dorcas (recorded in 
our present lesson). There are some striking differ- 
ences which we shall also note. 


1. It is recorded that both Lazarus and Dorcas were 
sick before they died (John 11:1; Acts 9:37). The cause 
of the sickness is not mentioned in either case. Since 
both of these were believers in the Lord, it is quite 
evident that sickness was not construed as a sign of sin 
or the Lord’s displeasure. Even devout Christians can 
become sick, and their sickness must not be interpreted 
as due necessarily to some sin or to lack of faith on 
their part. 


2. It is recorded that both Lazarus and Dorcas died 
(John 11:14; Acts 9:37). Death is the “last enemy” 
(I Cor. 15:25). Christ’s atonement for our sins does 
not keep Christians from dying as other people do; 
however, Christ’s resurrection has robbed death of its 
awful terror for Christians (I Cor. 15:55-58) . 


3. It is recorded that both Lazarus and Dorcas were 
beloved by relatives and friends (John 11:21, $1; Acts 
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Lesson for August 6, 1961 


DORCAS, A WOMAN OF GOOD 
WORKS 


Bible Material: Acts 9:36-43 


Devotional Reading: Romans 12:3-8 


Memory Selection: Hebrews 13:16 





9:39). It is natural for expressions of deep love to be 
manifested at the time of death. In fact, it is at such 
a time as death that the impact of the lives of those 
we love is fully felt. 


4. It is recorded that at the time these two people 
died representatives were sent to another person for 
help (John 11:3; Acts 9:38). How natural it is for 
people who are in great grief to seek the comfort and 
consolation that comes through the presence of God's 
messengers. Mary and Martha sought for Christ; the 
friends of Dorcas sought for Peter. And people still 
seek out the minister of the Word when death strikes 
down one of their family. 


6. In each of the two cases that we are dealing with, 
the dead person was raised to life again by a simple 
command. Christ said: “Lazarus, come forth” (John 
11:43) ; Peter said: “Tabitha, arise” (Acts 9:40). It is 
significant that each person was addressed by his or her 
personal name. 


7. In each of the two cases we are dealing with, the 
record informs us that “many” believed on the Lord 
as a consequence of the miracle of resurrection (John 
11:45; Acts 9:42). In each case the people had seen the 
supernatural power of God operate on a corpse mak- 
ing it live once again. 


8. Finally, it may be noted that in neither of the 
cases under consideration was any word of the resur- 
rected person recorded. 


Of course, it is quite evident, there are some differ- 
ences between the two cases. In the case of Lazarus 
there was a purposed delay between the time Christ 
received the plea for help and the time He returned 
to Bethany; Peter, however, responded immediately to 
the plea for help. Moreover, Christ went to Bethany 
with the avowed purpose of restoring Lazarus to life 
(John 11:11) ; on the other hand, there is no indication 
that Peter went to Joppa with the avowed pu ‘ 
restoring Dorcas to life. Finally, although both Christ 
(John 11:41f) and Peter (Acts 9:40) prayed before ut- 
tering the command to the corpse, it is recorded that 
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only Peter kneeled down at the time the prayer was 
made (Acts 9:40). 


IV. “THIS WOMAN WAS FULL OF GOOD 
WORKS”. 


The narrative in Acts 9:36-42 suggests a number of 
spiritual lessons for us: 


1. A model of Christian virtue. Dorcas was a woman 
“full of good works and almsdeeds which she was in the 
habit of doing” (v. 36; my translation). Luke used the 
imperfect tense in the Greek to emphasize the fact that 
Dorcas did her good deeds habitually — they were a 
permanent characteristic of her life. In her life, years 
before Paul wrote to Titus, we have an excellent illus- 
tration of a believer as “an example of good works” 
(Tit. 2:7; cf. 2:14; 3:8, 14). We are not saved by our 

works; but surely our salvation should manifest 
itself daily in our good works. 


2. An illustration of life in the early Christian com- 
munity. This woman Dorcas had become a disciple of 
Christ (v. 36). She had friends about her who were 
also believers (v. 41). Dorcas undoubtedly felt the need 
of ministering to others who were more needy than her- 
self. When she died, her friends called on Peter to help 
them. Perhaps they had in mind the words of James 
5:14 — if that portion of Scripture had been written 
at this time. The narrative shows plainly that there 
was a bond of love and fellowship among Christ’s dis- 
ciples. 


3. The miracle-working power entrusted to Christ's 
apostles. In this story about Dorcas, Peter, like his 
Lord, raised a person to life again. It should be noted 
that this is the only instance recorded in Acts of Peter’s 
use of this power. It appears quite plain that Christ 
gave His apostles such power so that, in their mission- 
ary journeys among pagans who had not seen the mir- 
acles of Jesus Christ, they might make evident the fact 
that they were representatives of the true God and of 
the salvation which was offered to them in Christ. It 
appears quite plain also that this miracle-working 
power, having served the purpose for which it was 
given, has, since the days of the apostles, ceased to exist 
in the same manner as in apostolic times. 


4. The simplicity and reality of New Testament 
miracles. As indicated above, no word spoken by Dor- 
cas after her resurrection is recorded. If Luke here had 
been writing as a man, and not as the mouthpiece of 
the Holy Spirit, he would surely have been tempted to 
explore Dorcas’ feeling regarding her experience in 
death. But he didn’t. And in this fact we witness one 
of the greatest proofs of the uniqueness and inspiration 
of the Biblical writers. If one will turn to the apoc- 
ryphal writings that came into existence in the second 
and third centuries, with their morbid and lurid de- 
tails, he will understand fully the wide gulf that sepa- 
rates the New Testament writings from the imperfect 
imitations that followed them. 


5. The story as an illustration of Christian truths. 
Surely we can see in this account some very definite 
truths — as if Dorcas gave to us in miniature what will 
take place in a far greater way when our Lord returns 
in glory. Let us look at some of these truths: 


a. Dorcas was raised to life again by a spoken word; 
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so will all believers be raised to life in the time of their 
resurrection. “Tabitha, arise” will become “Believer, 
arise.” “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first” (I Thess. 4:16). The voice of the Son of God 
will cause all the dead to come forth in that final day 
(John 5:28f) . 


b. Dorcas looked upon Peter when she arose from 
death; so will all believers see their Lord when they 
rise from the dead. It was the great desire of Job to 
see his Redeemer (Job 19:27). It is the longing desire 
of the true believer to see his Lord face to face. Now 
we see as through a glass darkly (I Cor. 13:12); but 
when our Lord comes we shall see Him in all His glory 
and beauty (I John 3:2). 


c. Dorcas, raised to life, was reunited with her 
Christian friends; so believers, raised from the dead, 
will be united together with all of God’s true children 
who have died in the faith since the world began. As 
the reunion of Dorcas with her many friends undoubt- 
edly brought joy and gladness to all of them, so when 
God’s people are united at the time of their resurrection 
there will be joy and gladness for evermore. 


We should note one important contrast: the resur- 
rection of Dorcas from the dead resulted in the salva- 
tion of “many” others; but in the resurrection of the 
dead when Christ returns there will be no further o 
portunity of salvation. Peter’s raising Dorcas to life 
did not bring an end to the day of salvation; but Christ’s 
resurrection of the dead in the final day will bring an 
end to any further proclamation of God’s grace to sin- 
ful man. If you are not now a believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, let me now urge you to confess Him as 
your Saviour; then, when Christ comes you, like Dor- 
cas, will be among God’s children redeemed by the 
blood of the Lamb. 
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FOR AUGUST 6, 1961: WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT HEAVEN 


Scripture Reading — Revelation 21:1-7 and 22:1-5 
Suggested Hymns — 

“Ten Thousand Times Ten Thousand” 

“For All the Saints” 

“There Is a Land of Pure Delight” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: Heaven is the Chris- 
tian’s great Hope. The belief in heaven is one of the 
forces which encourages Christians to endure patiently 
the trials and hardships of this present life. Without 
a doubt, the Lord’s people receive blessings and enjoy 
happiness in this life of which they are not worthy, but 
we believe this is not the end for us. The Bible sup- 
ports our expectation of a better life in the future with 
its teachings about heaven. The Scriptures use a wealth 
of terms to describe the final state of those whom God 
accepts as righteous in His sight. In Christian thought, 
the most inclusive of those terms is the word “heaven.” 
What does the Bible have to say about heaven? 


FIRST SPEAKER: First of all, the Bible makes it 
clear that heaven is a place. Jesus said, “I go to prepare 
a place for you, and if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also” John 14:2, 3. The 
words “place”, “where”, and “there” in these verses 
make it abundantly clear that heaven is far more than 
a condition or a mere state of the soul. The Scripture 
states that Jesus came down from heaven and that He 
ascended again into heaven. The idea is definitely that 
of going from one local place to another local place. 
The beggar Lazarus, mentioned in Luke 16, is said to 
have been in Abraham’s bosom after death, which cer- 
tainly gives us to understand that he was in a particular 
place. The Bible is altogether consistent in its teaching 
that there is existence for the righteous after this earth- 
ly life, and the place of that existence we call heaven. 


SECOND SPEAKER: Scripture is even fuller in its 
description of the nature of heaven and of the blessed 
condition of those who dwell there. Much of the lang- 
uage used in the Bible to describe heaven is figurative, 
or imaginative, and it is difficult to get an exact picture 
of this place. Part of the difficulty is due to the fact 
that we are still very much limited by our earthly out- 
look. We are accustomed to seeing beauty, value, and 
wonder in terms of those things we know and under- 
stand which are largely physical. God stoops to our 
limitations by describing heaven in the terms with 
which we are familiar. No one can prove that the 
streets of heaven will not be paved with literal gold 
or that there will not be the literal jeweled splendor of 


which Scripture speaks, but surely this description of 
material beauty is meant to convey to us the exceeding 
spiritual glory of heaven. 


For those who do have spiritual vision, the Bible 
speaks of heaven’s spiritual values. We are told there 
will be no sorrow or crying there. We are told there 
will be no “curse.” This can mean only that the power 
of sin will be overcome and that we shall be free from 
the possibility of its curse. There will no longer be 
that terrible struggle in our souls between good and 
evil. We shall not have to contend with the temptations 
of the Devil. The most wonderful aspect of all is that 
God will be there, and we shall see Him face to face. 
We are all too aware that the knowledge of God we 
now have is not full or complete. What knowledge and 
fellowship we do have is not of our own making. It is 
made available to us by the redeeming work of Christ 
and by the effectual teaching of His Holy Spirit. Even 
so, the effects of sin are still with us, and they cloud 
our spiritual vision. In heaven those clouds will no 
longer obscure our vision. Instead of peering “through 
a glass darkly,” we shall see Him face to face and know 
Him as we are known. We shall be renewed spiritual 
beings, and God Himself will be our light. The great- 
est glory of heaven is this fact, that we shall be in the 
unclouded presence of God. 


THIRD SPEAKER: What has the Bible to say about 
the duration of heaven — how long we will be there? 
Scripture has much to say about eternal life, and heaven 
is the glorious place where that eternal life will be 
lived. Eternal life begins whenever a person believes 
in Christ who is the way to that life. “He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlasting life.” John 3:36. 
That life is made sure now, but it is realized in its ful- 
ness only in heaven. We should recognize that by the 
term “eternal life” the Bible not only refers to the end- 
lessness of the life but also to its perfect quality and 
richness. If the Bible is clear anywhere, it is clear in 
its teaching that heaven is eternal. The passage we 
read in the Revelation is wonderful in its beauty and 
force when it says concerning the inhabitants of heaven, 
“and they shall reign forever and ever.” 


FOURTH SPEAKER: The picture the Bible gives 
us of heaven is truly wonderful. We realize very read- 
ily as we read these passages that we are not able to 
grasp all the meaning that is here. Truly we have not 
yet begun to understand all the blessings which God 
has in store for us. There comes to us now one more 
tremendously important question: Who is to inherit 
this blessedness, and how is it to be received? Again 
we must go to the Bible for our answer. It is not neces- 
sary that we have perfect knowledge of the nature of 
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heaven, but it is necessary to know exactly how we may 
get there. The Bible points out the way to heaven in 
plainest words. This wonderful book of Revelation 
says that those who stand eternally before the throne 
of God in heaven are clothed in white robes which were 
made white because they were “washed in the blood of 
the lamb.” What does that mean? Simply this . . . the 
“white robes” represent righteousness and the “blood 
of the lamb” refers to the death of Christ for sin and 
sinners. Only those who are righteous can enter heaven. 
All men are unrighteous sinners. The only way a sin- 
ner can be made righteous is for him to accept by faith 





the righteousness which Christ supplies. Christ can sup- 
ply righteousness because He is righteous. He can give 
His righteousness to us because He has taken away our 
sins by His death on the cross. God, through Christ, 
has opened the way to heaven for us: “He hath made 
him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him” II Corin- 
thians 5:21. 


Sing stanzas 3 and 4 of “There Is a Green Hill Far 
Away.” 


Closing Prayer 





THE CHURCH AT 


PRICE TAGS. ARE DROPPED 
FROM MISSIONS FILMS 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Planning a 
program? World missions films are 
available now without price tags. You 
pay whatever you can afford. 


With this new rental policy, the 
Board of World Missions hopes to in- 
crease the usage of audio-visuals show- 
ing the Church’s mission in the world. 
“We hope to make films available,” 
explains the Rev. Daniel D. Dicken- 
son, Jr., head of the Board’s audio- 
visual program, “to every Sunday 
school teacher and program chairman 
in adult or young people’s groups.” 
Here’s how the new plan works: 


When you order, keep in mind that 
the usual rental for a 30-minute film 
is $12.00 for color and $8.00 for black 
and white. It also costs the Board of 
World Missions $3.00 in handling 
charges for each booking of a film. 
Some small churches are unable to 
pay the full cost of renting audio-vis- 
uals—and it is these churches who, it 
is hoped, will be encouraged to use 
films they could not previously afford. 
Those who can afford to take care of 
the full costs are expected to do so. 


Films and filmstrips to be used dur- 
ing world missions season—February 
and March—should be ordered from 
three to four months in advance. And 
because the demand cannot be met 
during this peak time, chairmen are 
urged to use these films whenever oc- 
casion offers, throughout the year. 


The rental procedures for filmstrips 
are unchanged. 


More information about ordering 
and short descriptions of world mis- 
sions films and filmstrips are contained 
in the free leaflet, “Visualizing Mis- 
sions: World Mission Audio-Visuals, 


1961-62.” It is available on request 
from the Educational Department, 
Board of World Missions, Box 330, 
Nashville 1, Tennessee. 





OREGON SYNOD OPPOSES 
UPUSA DRINKING STAND 


PORTLAND, Ore.—aA third Synod 
of the UPUSA (Northern Presbyter- 
ian) Church has recorded its opposi- 
tion to the action of the Buffalo Gen- 
eral Assembly which recognized that 
a majority of Presbyterians are so- 
cial drinkers and which called on non- 
drinkers to respect the convictions of 
drinkers. 


The traditional Presbyterian stand 
on liquor was reaffirmed by the lay- 
men and ministers, according to an 
RNS story, in a resolution attacking 
the “vicious effects both on the indi- 
vidual and on society” of liquor. 


The resolution urged “all members 
of the United Presbyterian Church in 
Oregon to practice total abstinence in 
the home, in business and at social 
functions.” 





FLORIDA SENIORS MEET 


PANAMA CITY, Fla. — Florida 
Presbytery’s annual Senior High 
Youth Conference was conducted at 
Gulftreat Conference Grounds here 
under the direction of the Rev. Wood- 
row McKay and the Rev. Walter 
Styles. Also on the staff were the 
Rev. John Ash and Dr. D. J. Cum- 
ming. Training sessions for the offi- 
cers of local youth fellowship groups 
were led by Presbytery Youth Council 
members, including: Bill Hufford, 
Bill White, Beverly Stewart, Larry 
Turner, Beth Dama, Larry Cupitt, 
Meg Garraway, Susan Smith and Mar- 
gie Thomson. 


HOME 


CHURCH SCHOOL CONFERENCE 
OPENS MONTREAT SEASON 


MONTREAT, N. C.— The summer 
conference season here officially 
opened with the Church School Admin- 
istration Conference, June 22. The 
conference provided workshops in 
Christian Education for pastors, 
DCE’s, superintendents and other 
Church School administrators. Some 
250 registrations were received for the 
meeting under the direction of Dr. 
Harold E. Fuller, Jr., of Richmond, Va. 


The first Summer School for Lead- 
ers followed on June 24 and continued 
through the 30th, featuring a special 
workshop, “The Bible and Children,” 
as an advanced course in children’s 
work. Directors were Dr. W. M. 
Ramsay, and Miss Elise Merriam, also 
of Richmond. 





SMYRNA CAMPMEETING 
SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED 


CONYERS, Ga. — The Smyrna 
Campmeeting, believed to be the only 
Presbyterian camp meeting in exis- 
tence today, is scheduled this year for 
July 28 - Aug. 4 at the Smyrna church 
near here. Speaker at a 3 p.m. serv- 
ice on Homecoming Day, July 30, will 
be Dr. J. McDowell Richards, presi- 
dent of Columbia Seminary. Speak- 
ing at 11 a.m. and 8 p.m. daily will be 
Dr. John E. Richards, pastor of the 
First Church, Macon, Ga. 


The Smyrna church was organized 
in February 1827 by a group of 
Scotch-Irish Presbyterians, and in the 
fall of that year they met in a camp 
meeting to give thanks for their bless- 
ings. Since that time the meeting has 
been held each year, beginning the 
Friday night before the first Sunday 
in August. 
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SIZE OF CONGO MISSION 
STILL IN LOW FORTIES 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Presbyterian 
missionary strength in the Congo is 
remaining in the low forties as a few 
missionaries return to Africa to re- 
place those coming home on furlough. 
Three ministers and a physician were 
scheduled to take up their Congo du- 
ties again in July. They are the Rev. 
J. Kemp Hobson, the Rev. George 
Reed Stuart, Jr., the Rev. Charles 
Robert Oliver and Dr. John Knox 
Miller. All were evacuated with their 
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families during the post-independence 
violence a year ago. 


Two leaders of the Board of World 
Missions were Congo visitors during 
July. They were Dr. T. Watson Street, 
the Board’s secretary-elect, and Dr. 
J. McDowell Richards, a member of 
the Board and president of Columbia 
Seminary. 


Despite the fact that missionary 
strength is almost one-fourth of what 
it was before independence (over 160 
on the field) Presbyterian work in the 
new African nation is continuing “al- 
most as usual,” it has been reported. 
The Presbyterian Church of the 
Congo has held its first meeting since 
1960. 


The national Church and the Mis- 
sion continue to cooperate in planning 
radio broadcasts throughout the Kasai 
Province area, and missionaries re- 
port that radio has “proven to be an 
effective witness these days.” 


The Mission’s school for training 
pastors has completed a year while 
located in the midst of tribal warfare, 
and its medical school has graduated 
about 20 “infirmiers’”” — nurses or 
medical assistants. 





SHARON HAS CRUSADE 


CHARLOTTE, N. C.—Dr. William 
E. Hill of Hopewell, Va., led a week- 
long crusade at Sharon church here, 
with daily preaching, Bible teaching 
and a Sunday afternoon men’s rally. 
The Rev. Edward B. Cooper, pastor, 
has announced that the Session has 
scheduled a Bible conference for 1962, 
with Dr. Edward J. Young of West- 
minster Seminary as the leader. 





BIBLE MEETING CONDUCTED 


AMHERST, Va.—A week-long Bible 
teaching evangelistic meeting was held 
here June 12-18 with evangelist John 
L. Fain, Jr., of Kannapolis, N. C., lead- 
ing. Several professions of faith were 
recorded. 





PHILLIPS ELECTED 
LOUISIANA MODERATOR 


BATON ROUGE, La. — The Rev. 
Carl Phillips of the Crowley church 
was elected Moderator of the Louisi- 
ana Presbytery, meeting here June 20. 


REFORMATION SOCIETY 
RE-PRINTS TWO BOOKS 


JACKSON, Miss. — Publication of 
new editions of two books on predes- 
tination has been announced by the 
Presbyterian Reformation Society, 
which is headquartered here. Dr. R. 
C. Reed’s The Gospel Taught by Cal- 
vin has just come from the press, and 
James H. Thornwell’s Election and 
Reprobation is being republished 
jointly with the Presbyterian and Re- 
formed Publishing Co. 


The society is a non-profit religious 
corporation with the purpose of fur- 
thering “by all proper and legitimate 
agencies and means, the dissemination 
of religious and moral instruction for 
increasing knowledge and understand- 
ing of the historic Christian faith, 
particularly as set forth by the Cal- 
vinistic Creed of the Protestant Refor- 
mation, including the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and Catechisms.” 





LAYMAN—from p. 11 


We must turn from our wicked ways. 
America is a sinful nation. Wickedness 
is to be found on every hand and only 
too often goes unreproved. Even Chris- 
tians have become callous to the bla- 
tant sins on every hand. 


Apart from repentance, confession 
and conversion (“turning from our 
wicked ways”) there is no hope either 
for the individual or for the nation. 
But in the mercy of God a small band 
of dedicated men and women can be- 
come the “salt” to preserve our nation 
and the “light” to show the Gospel of 
God’s redeeming grace in Christ. 


“Then” 


“Then”, God says . . . when you have 
humbled yourselves, and prayed, and 
turned to Him, seeking His face, and 
turned from your wicked ways and to 
His righteous paths ... “Then will I 
hear from heaven, and forgive their 
sin, and heal their land.” 


Let those who read this accept the 
challenge. Let them follow this course 
and enlist others in the same turning 
to God. Let groups covenant to pray. 
Let as many as can, meet in specific 
places to pray. Only from God will 
help come. 





The longer we live the less we care 
to speak of our love to God, and the 
more we dwell on God’s love to us. 
—F. B. Meyer. 
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LAST THINGS—from p. 8 f , ; 
years, until this hour the Southern ( L TE n 4 L E ft 4 
Presbyterian Church has listed first LE 


ong its obligations the sending of 
the Gospel to regions beyond. Glorious Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
chapters in missionary history have 
been written by men and women who ADVENTURES IN THE WILDERNESS 
have gone from us to China, Korea, 
Japan, Brazil, Mexico, Congo. We like 
oe are debtors to those who have 7. The Tabernacle 
not heard the truth. We must reach 


them. And thus also we hasten the DQ YOU KNOW—Why God told the people to build the 


coming of the Lord. Tabernacle? 
Has our Lord’s requirement that a LOOK UP in your Bible: Exodus 25:8. This verse tells us that 


witness be given to all the nations the Tabernacle was a sign to the Israelites that God was always 
found fulfillment in our time? Gospel with them 


radio girdles the globe. Virtually every 


7 


TT awa? = Se oe SS 


tribe has been penetrated by the pio. »HING TO REMEMBER: Christ was God's sign to us that He 
neering herald of the cross. But evi- is always with us. John 1:15; Matthew 28:20. 

dently some corners are not yet 

touched. Maybe soon? Maybe in this * 8 8 & 

generation? It is a possibility to take 


ae eaanmeh THE GROUND PLAN OF THE TABERNACLE. 
(Save this drawing for use with Lessons 8 and 9.) 


We have a right to feel that we are 
living in momentous times. The pro- 
phetic Scriptures and world events 
seem to be coming into ever closer re- 
lation. These near-apocalyptic days : 
ought to bring the unbeliever up short 8 6 
and make him wonder what is coming The Holy of Holies 
on the earth, ought to turn him to the a The Vail 
Bible, ought to turn his attention to 
God’s claims upon him. Now while it co 
is called today let him listen with un- 
divided mind to the Gospel of Christ $ The Holy Place 
and accept as his own the offered Sav- 
iour. Let him believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and be saved. 























And let the Christian be found 
faithful at his post. His Lord has . Lhe Court 
said, “Do business until I come.” Let 


the Christian be busy for Christ, that The Furniture 
should He come, the believer need not 1. The Brazen Altar— 
be ashamed before Him at His coming. ° 


Ex. 38:1. 
2. The Laver— 

Ex. 30:18. 

3. Table of Showbread— 
Ex. 25:33. 
FOR SALE: 175 copies of “The Pres- 4. Golden Candlestick— 
5 
6 


* * * % 


Dr. Strong is pastor of the Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, Ala. 





byterian Hymnal,” (blue edition) Ex. 25:31. 


excellent condition. 50c per copy. f Incense— 
Write: Woodlawn Presbyterian - Altar o Ex. 30:1 


Church, Boston and Blackstone 
Streets, Hopewell, Virginia. . Ark of the eg 














HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS WANT- — -— 
ED — We are in need of teachers 


ss orgy English and Sci- DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? What colors were used in 
ind living quarters furnished, Cou. the Vail of the Tabernacle? Look up Exodus 26:31. 


tact Mr. Sam C. Patterson, Pres., oo of ™ -s 


_— . amp Academy, Preach . (Adapted from “Adventures in the Wilderness,” Copyright 
P, Miss. 1958 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, California) 
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INFANT BAPTISM IN THE FIRST 
FOUR CENTURIES, J. Jeremias, 
trans. by David Cairns, S.C.M. 12s, 
6.d. (soon to appear from Westmin- 
ster Press also). 


This is more than a translation of 
the German edition. Professor Jere- 
mias has come to a much more posi- 
tive affirmation of the practice of in- 
fant baptism in the early centuries by 
virtue of further study between the 
German and the English editions. He 
begins with the five cases of household 
baptism in the N.T. Then he shows 
from the O.T. that the household in- 
cluded the babies thereof, I Sam. 22: 
16, 19; Gen. 45:18, 19; I Sam. 1:21 
(It was an exception when Samuel, a 
baby of the household, stayed behind). 
Gen. 17.23. 


In the case of proselyte baptism all 
the infants were baptized and this 
practice is shown to antedate the 
Christian movement. Then the Apos- 
tolic Tradition of Hippolytus shows 
the custom of family baptism in the 
West in the second century as the 
testimony of Origen, who was a fourth 
generation Christian. Polycarp was 
evidently baptized as a baby or very 
young child about 80 A.D. and the 





Invest 

in lives 

and your will 
will live 


Consider Christian Education 


§ Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 





Apology of Aristides indicates the 
practice in his time. Most interesting 
are the sundry epitaphs of infants 
showing their baptism. 


Our Lord said that the good house- 
hold would bring out things new and 
old. This new work very highly com- 
mends the old (1674) work of W. Wall 
on The History of Infant Baptism, 2 
vols. If you would be abreast of this 
matter read also Marcel, The Biblical 
Doctrine of Infant Baptism and the 
Report of the Commission of the Kirk 
of Scotland, Prof. T. Torrance, Chair- 
man. This is no time for our minis- 
ters to apologize for this practice of 
our Church as though it were only a 
dedication. 


—Wm. C. Robinson, Th.D. 
Decatur, Ga. 





INTERPRETING THE PARABLES, 
by Archibald M. Hunter. Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia. 126 pp. $2.50. 


This work attempts to show the 
reader how modern scholars undev- 
stand the parables of Christ. The au- 
thor sketches the history of interpre- 
tation from apostolic times until to- 
day and suggests how parables, orig- 
inally addressed to a specific historical 
situation in Palestine 1900 years ago, 
can still speak to Christians in the 
20th century. 


The importance of this subject, says 
Dr. Hunter, may be gauged by the 
fact that the parables of Christ com- 
prise more than 1/3 of His recorded 
teaching. We are reminded that 
verbal familiarity with the parables 
does not necessarily mean that we 
understand them rightly or that we 
do not often make them teach lessons 
they were never designed to teach. 
Why did Christ use parables? Dr. 
Hunter says: to quicken understand- 
ing by putting truth in a vivid and 
challenging and memorable way. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





PRAYERS FOR CHURCH WORK- 
ERS, Ed. by Kendig Brubaker Cully. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 107 
pp. $2.00. 


The 253 brief prayers in this vol- 
ume come from many sources, ancient 
and modern. Some are among the 
great classics belonging to the Chris- 
tian ages. Others are taken from col- 
lections or from individual writings. 
Some are published for the first time 


and have been written by the editor. 
Many of the prayers are suitable for 
other occasions than those indicated 
by the categories in which they ap. 
pear. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D, 
Atlanta, Ga. 





WHY REVIVAL TARRIES, by 
Leonard Ravenhill. The Bethany Fel- 
lowship, Minneapolis, Minn. 175 pp. 
No price. 


Within a little more than a year 
this outstanding contribution to Chris- 
tian literature has gone to two edi- 
tions. Endorsements from four British 
men of God help to explain why. Says 
Dr. A. W. Tozer, Editor of Alliance 
Witness (in company with Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones, Alan Redpath and V. 
Raymond Edman), “Not all books, not 
even all good books, come as a voice 
from above, but I feel this one does.” 
What more needs to be said? 


Twenty short chapters include, 
“With All Thy Getting, Get Unction,” 
“Is Soul-hot Preaching A Lost Art?,” 
“Fire Begets Fire,” and “Known in 
Hell.” 


This book has a message for all 
ministers, church officers, and mem- 
bers. It should be read by all. May 
it have a record-breaking circulation. 


—(Rev.) C. A. Rowland 
Athens, Ga. 





BIBLE LIGHT ON DAILY LIFE, by 
Philip E. Howard, Jr. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids. 213 pp. $2.50. 


This book is a compilation of 200 
brief devotional studies from a man 
whose name is well known to many 
Christians by virtue of his long asso- 
ciation with The Sunday School Times. 
The studies are arranged conveniently 
under such classifications as the Chris- 
tian’s Book, Home, Work, Guidance, 
Year, Trials, Walk, and Sword. Each 
devotional contains a practical illus- 
tration or application of some Bibli- 
cal truth; and all are marked by 4 
reverent handling of the Scriptures, 
which the author recognizes as the 
Word of God. There are numerous 
apt quotations from saints of God of 
other years, including many dear to 
the hearts of Presbyterians, such as 
Robert Murray McCheyne, Andrew 
Bonar, and Samuel Rutherford. 


—(Rev.) W. J. Stanway 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 
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ALL YE WHO LABOR, by Wade 
H. Boggs, Jr., John Knox Press, Rich- 
mond. Paper, 288 pp. $2.50. 


In this very interesting, stimulating 
and timely book, the author seeks to 
present man as the creation of an Al- 
mighty God, created “to be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion.” The 
author views man as not being able 
to fulfill his God given role on the 
earth after the entrance of sin. There- 
fore, God in His mercy and grace has 
redeemed man through the giving of 
His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. It is 
only in this “redeemed” relationship 
that man can now truly know and ful- 
fill God’s role for him. The author 
stresses the fact. that work is not, or 
should not be, now a curse but a bless- 


ing. 


In this volume Dr. Boggs covers 
well, choosing a vocation, vocational 
guidance, being happy in one’s voca- 
tion, finding God’s will for vocation, 
work, worship, leisure and retirement 
from work. 


For Presbyterians who in 1962 will 
have “Christian Vocation” as their 
emphasis, this book will prove to be 
very stimulating, timely and helpful. 


—(Rev.) Matthew McGowan 
Richmond, Va. 





THREE STEPS TO HAPPINESS, 
by Herman J. Ridder. Douma Publi- 
cations, Grand Rapids. Paper, 97 pp. 
$1.35. 


Dr. Herman J. Ridder, Reformed 
Church minister of Pella, Iowa, has 
compiled a very valuable workbook on 
the Heidelberg Catechism. It employs 
the latest and best educational meth- 
ods, and is intended for the use of 
young people of Senior High School 
age. 


Here is doctrinal truth illustrated 
and expounded in a most attractive 
manner. No young person, after hav- 
ing seen this workbook, will ever say 
that Christian doctrine is a “dry-as- 
dust” subject. There are pictures, 
charts, tables, quotations for student 
analysis, problems and questions for 
guided discussion. The blank lines to 
be filled in will stimulate real thought 
and Biblical study upon the part of 
teen-age young people. 


The Three Steps to Happiness are, 
according to the Heidelberg Catechism: 
1) A knowledge of our sin; 2) Deliv- 
trance from our sins and miseries; 3) 


Gratitude to God for what He has 
done for us. The workbook treats this 
material in twenty-four lessons. 


Outstanding are the Lessons on The 
Apostle’s Creed, the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, the Virgin Birth of Christ, the 
Humiliation and Exaltation of Christ, 
and the Holy Catholic Church. There 
is an invaluable chart showing the his- 
torical development of Christianity in 
its denominational character. There is 
also a table which gives a quick survey 
of the history of the Church, showing 
the outstanding events which happen- 
ed in each of the centuries. 


There is a full page of illustrations 
showing the Seven Sacraments of 
Rome, and in contrast the Reformed 
teaching of the sacraments as “signs 
and seals” of the Covenant of Grace 
is clearly set forth. 


This material is readily adaptable 
for Pastor’s Classes, High School 
Classes in Sunday School, or even Sun- 
day Evening Youth groups. In the In- 
troduction, Dr. Henry Bast, Professor 
of Practical Theology at Western Theo- 
logical Seminary, Holland, Michigan 
says, “It will be welcomed by many 
pastors who ask at the end of every 
summer, “What can I use for my 
young people this fall and winter?” 


—(Rev.) John H. Knight, 
Smyrna, Ga. 





“Walk in the Spirit and ye shall 
not fulfill the lust of the flesh.”” — 
Galatians 5:16. The heart that is 
filled with the love of God doesn’t 
have room for love of self. And vice 
versa. 








di, 
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What about your life insurance? 


Perhaps your family is grown and your 
life insurance needs are reduced. You 
can help your Church by turning over 
a life policy to the foundation. There 
may be tax savings to you. Write for 


THE PRESBYTERIAN FOUNDATION, INC, (U.S.) 
1004 WACHOVIA BANK BUILDING 
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 








GENERAL ASSEMBLY DIRECTS 
PREDESTINATION STUDY 





moderators. 
American theologians of all time. 


so-called Five Points of Calvinism. 


Two scarce Southern Presbyterian books on this subject are available again in 
inexpensive paperback editions at $1.50 each. 


J. H. Thornwell’s ELECTION AND REPROBATION. 
R. C. Reed’s THE GOSPEL AS TAUGHT BY CALVIN. 


Both books: are by honored scholars of the Church who have unfolded this 
historic doctrine with much clarity and reverent handling of the Bible. Both 
authors were Columbia Seminary professors and served as General Assembly 


THORNWELL'S treatise is a careful doctrinal study by one of the greatest 


REED’S booklet is a popular treatment in delightful language, covering the 
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MINISTERS 


Joseph H. Armfield, Woodleaf, N. 
C., has accepted a call from the 
Friendship church, Black Mountain, 
N. C. 

James Boozer from Soddy, Tenn., 
to the Brainerd Hills church, Chat- 
tanooga. 

Paul Hoffman, Cleveland, Tenn., 
has been dismissed to the UPUSA 
Church to accept the call of First 
Church, Lemoncove, Cal. 

John L. Payne from Knoxville, 
Tenn., to Charleston, W. Va., as 
minister of education, Bream Me- 
morial church. 

James W. Anderson from Pittsboro, 
N. C., to the Lockhart and Mt. Ta- 
bor churches. 


Frank G. Senger from the Bismark- 
Minot Presbytery (UPUSA) to the 
Florence Moore Memorial church, 
Wellford, S. C. 

J. Don Skinner, Burlington, N. C., 
has accepted a call from the Jack- 
sonville, N. C., church. 

J. S. Walkup from Whiteville, N. 
C. to First Church, Fountain Inn, 
S. C. 

William T. Mulcay from Sebring, 
Fla., to P. O. Box 8, Wauchula, Fla. 
E. C. Scott (H.R.), from Atlanta, 
Ga., to supply the First Church, 
Selma, Ala. 

J. H. Stek from Raymond, Minn., 
to 901-35th Ave., S.W., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 

J. S. Jones from Fountain Inn, S. 
C., to the Bethlehem and Efland 
churches, Mebane, N. C. 


H. Reid Montgomery, Greensboro, 
N. C., has asked that his pastoral 
relationship with the Glenwood 
church be dissolved as of Aug. 
3ist, as he plans to go to New 
York to study at the Biblical Sem- 
inary. 


Edward C. Thornburg, Greensboro, 
N. C., has been granted his request 
that the pastoral relationship be- 
tween him and the _ Bessemer 
church be dissolved. 

W. M. Plonk has resigned as min- 
ister of youth in the First Church, 


Greensboro, N. C., to become pas- 
tor of the new Westminster Church 
in Columbia, S. C. He will assume 
his new work after August 15th. 
T. W. Horton, Mount Pleasant, S. 
C., has been elected Executive Sec- 
retary of Charleston Presbytery 
and will assume his new duties in 
September. 

John H. Knight, from Smyrna, Ga., 
to the First Church, Opelika, Ala., 
effective Aug. 1. 

John W. Lancaster, Austin, Texas, 
has been called to the First Church, 
Houston. 


Carroll R. Stegall, Black Mountain, 
N. C., has left for the Congo, where 
he will supervise relief and reha- 
bilitation work in Bakwanga, un- 
der the Congo Protestant Relief 
Agency. 

James F. Page, Graduate of Co- 
lumbia Seminary not previously 
mentioned, has assumed the pastor- 
ate of the Glenview church, Mem- 
phis, Tenn. 

H. L. Sneed from Chester, S. C., to 
Sylvania, Ga. 

David Carlton Hambrick, Jr., from 
St. Joseph, Mo., to the Highland 
Park church, Louisville, Ky. 

Eric McQuitty from Richmond, Va., 
to the El Bethel church, Route 1, 
Leaksville, N. C. 

Frank P. Anderson from St. Pet- 
ersburg, Fla., to Montreat, N. C. 
Sam Andreason from Columbia, S. 
C., to Winona Lake School of Theo- 
logy, Winona Lake, Indiana. 

Joe D. Bishop from Decatur, Ga., 
to Jesup, Ga. 

Sam L. Magbee from Birmingham, 
Ala., to Atlanta, Ga. 

George S. Lauderdale from Nor- 
folk, Va., to Portsmouth, Va. 

D. F. Waddell from Jonesboro, 
Tenn., to Box 2659 ETSC, John- 
son City, Tenn. 

Rupert H. Pickett, Jr., from Deca- 
tur, Ga., to Anderson, S. C. 





LETTERS 

PRAISES DR. STRONG SERMONS 
I must write to thank you for the 

sermons by Dr. Strong on “Last 

Things.”’ Christians know what he is 

talking about but how wonderfully 

clear and beautiful he makes it. 

—Mrs. Thomas A.’ Painter, 
Pulaski, Va. 


The Trinity Church, Montgomery, 
Ala., has published the entire series 
of twelve. The price is 50c.—Ed. 


TRANSLATED INTO PORTUGUESE 


I have been meaning to write yoy 
to tell you that the Children’s Bible 
Studies published in the Journal are 
being used in the first year High 
School at the Quinze College here, | 
give them to the Rev. Ismael Andrade, 
pastor of the Araial church, and he 
translates them for use with the class, 
They are excellent and I think the 
boys and girls have enjoyed them. 


—Mrs. Raynard Arehart, 
Garanhuns, Brazil 


The Children’s Bible Studies are 
also translated into Japanese for much 
the same purpose. Real Bible study 
helps are not easy to come by these 
days, in any language.—Ed. 





D.V.B.S. CURRICULUM IDEA 


Poverty can often be a blessing, 
Due to lack of funds with which to 
purchase approved texts and _ work 
books, our Christian Education Com- 
mittee decided to conduct an old-fash- 
ioned memorization type of Bible 
School this summer, using as texts the 
Bible, the hymn book and the Cate. 
chisms. Motivation was provided by 
the use of stars and seals on wall 
charts. Memorized selections had to 
be recited perfectly to three different 
listeners before awards were given. 


The entire school worked on three 
hymns .. . the Primary class worked 
on Psalm 100, Psalm 121, and ques- 
tions 1-45 in the Child’s Catechism. 
Juniors worked on the Beatitudes, the 
Ten Commandments and the entire 
Catechism. Seniors worked on Psalm 
1, 122, the Books of the Bible, I Cor- 
inthians, and the Shorter Catechism, 
1-15. The Collegiate group worked on 
the entire Shorter Catechism. There 
was as much enthusiasm and interest 
shown on the last day as there was 
on the first, and a record attendance 
was reached on the last two days. ... 
On the last day one of the teachers 
praised the school: “Preacher, I have 
been a Presbyterian for ten years and 
this is the first time I knew we hada 
Catechism!” 


—(Rev.) Jack Powell, 
Brownsville, Texas 


We wouldn’t be afraid to recom 
mend the Bible and the Catechisms to 
any church school, vacation or rest 


lar.—Ed. 





Beware of reasoning about Gods 
Word. Obey it—Oswald Chambers. 


PAGE 20 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JULY 26, 1961 





